[Gorzycki News] GMS PTA Newsletter - Week of 1/9/22

Gorzyckl MIDDLE ScHooL

School Site
GMS PTA Site
MONDAY, JANUARY 10 ( A Day)
Band Sectionals AISD COVID-19
7-8:00 AM Updates

Parent Connection

Theatre Field Trip to the Paramount Theatre
10:30 AM - 2:00 PM o
Principal's Blog
Campus Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting via Zoom )
Healthy Hints
4-5:.00 PM
Band Sectionals
4-5:00 PM

TUESDAY, JANUARY 11 ( B Day)
Band Sectionals
7-8:00 AM

Band Sectionals
4-5:00 PM



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12 (A Day)
Band Sectionals
7-8:00 AM

Writing Club
3:55 PM

Band Sectionals
4-5:00 PM

All-City Orchestra Rehearsal @ AISD PAC
6:30-9:00 PM

THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 (B Day)
Band Sectionals

7-8:00 AM

Principal's Coffee Talk via ZOOM https://austinisd-org.
zoom.us/j/974697577327pwd=
cXJWZGYxN2trTU1zMGI4S0lwQVN1dz09

2-3:00 PM

All-City Orchestra Rehearsal @ AISD PAC
2-7:00 PM

Dungeons & Dragons Club
3:55-5:00 PM

Band Sectionals
4-5:00 PM

7th-Grade Boys Basketball Game @ Murchison MS
6:00 PM (B Team)
7:00 PM (A Team)

8th-Grade Boys Basketball Game @ Murchison MS
6:00 PM (B Team)
7:00 PM (A Team)

All-City Orchestra Concert @ AISD PAC
7:00 PM

FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 (C Day)
Band Sectionals

7-8:00 AM

Fellowship of Christian Athletes Club
7:50-8:15 AM

Feminist Majority Alliance "FMA" Club
1:55-3:00 PM

Drama Club



4-5:00 PM

Band Sectionals
4-5:00 PM

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15

8th-Grade Boys Basketball Gus GarciaTournament @
Garcia MS

9:40 AM, TBD, TBD (A Team)

7th-Grade Boys Basketball Gus GarciaTournament @
Garcia MS
10:30 AM, TBD, TBD (A Team)

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
Student/Staff Holiday

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18 (B DAY)
Band Sectionals
7-8:00 AM

Band Sectionals
4-5:00 PM

Students scheduled to take P.E. or Strength & Conditioning in the Spring should begin purchasing the

required gym shirt if they don't already have one. Both are sold in the Tiger Mart ($10 each). In addition,

students in Strength & Conditioning class need to turn in a current physical, emergency card, and complete

the online forms in order to participate. Please contact the student's coach if there are any questions.

Join us for an AVID Family Night about the benefits of College Readiness Coursework. This virtual event is
open to anyone in the district. Join us via zoom on January 13, 2022 from 6-7pm. Learn about the benefits
of Advanced Placement, CTE, Dual Language, Early College Programs, and UT OnRamps. See more
information in the flyer below or visit it here. For any questions, contact Melissa Gutierrez, District AVID

Coordinator, melissa.gutierrez@austinisd.org.

Tennis Tryouts will be on March 7- 9 for all 7/8 boys & girls. Please bring your own tennis racket, tennis
balls will be provided. Practice will start after school until 5:15 pm. Please try to attend all days however, it

is not mandatory.

Students need to turn in a current physical to Coach Gaines (the front office cannot accept physicals),

emergency card (attached below), and complete the online forms in order to participate. Please contact



Coach Jason Gaines at jason.gaines@austinisd.org if you have any questions.

This holiday season, please also consider donating a yearbook for students whose families cannot
otherwise afford one. We would love to get at least 25 books purchased that we can distribute to deserving
students so they can enjoy the memories of this year, too! Just click on the DONATE A BOOK button
below to link to the online store. Once there, enter DONATE for the first name, BOOK for the last name,
choose a grade (6th,7th, or 8th), then scroll down on the next screen and click on the Donate a Book

button to complete your order.

Donate a Book

Do you love to read and want to meet up with students who love to read? Then join our book club! We will
meet 1-2 Fridays each month during EXCEL class. If you are interested in joining, please fill out

this Google Form, and I will contact you later with more details.

Students are expected to have an ID badge on at all times. If a student forgets his/her badge, GMS will
create a "visitor" badge for the student. On the third request for a visitor badge, the student will be

expected to purchase a new ID for $5. If an ID badge is lost, a replacement badge is $5.

Students receive one free lunch tray per day. Additional items can be purchased using a student account

or with cash. Students can swipe their ID badges during lunch to document the free lunch tray.

Monthly @ 2:00-3:00 PM

**Monthly Zoom invite will be sent to all parents

Thursday, January 13, 2022
Thursday, February 10, 2022
Thursday, March 10, 2022
Thursday, April 14, 2022
Thursday, May 12, 2022

Tiger Team provides parent lunch monitors. Volunteers are needed--please sign up here: https://www.

signupgenius.com/go/4090A4DAFAE2EA1F49-tiger




Below is additional information about the GMS Tiger Team.

GMS Tiger Team Parent Lunch Volunteers

Thank you so much for giving your time to help our campus be even more successful! Your partnership with us is so
valuable. All of our students benefit when we work together.

There are 3 lunches:

On all Block schedule days, A Days and B Days:

Alunch = 11:00 - 11:30 = 100% 6th grade students

B lunch = 11:50 - 12:20 = Mixed 7th and 8th grade students, but majority 7th

C lunch = 12:35 - 1:05 = Mixed 7th and 8th grade students, but majority 8th
On C days, Fridays - Notice the time differences:

A lunch = 10:50 - 11:20 = 100% 6th grade students

B lunch = 11:40 - 12:10 = Mixed 7th and 8th grade students, but majority 7th

Clunch =12:30 - 1:00 = Mixed 7th and 8th grade students, but majority 8th

When you arrive, after you check in with the front office, please find an administrator or counselor (in the cafeteria or
commons) who will let you know which location needs help. See tasks below based on location:

During your scheduled lunchtime volunteering, we would appreciate your help doing the following tasks in the
CAFETERIA:
e As students arrive at tables, remind them to sign the Seating Chart clipboards
e When tables are dismissed to the lunch line, please collect the seating charts by taking them off the
clipboard and placing them on the cafeteria stage. FYI, sheets are color coded: A lunch = white, B lunch =
blue, C lunch = green
e For the remainder of the time, please weave in and out among the tables and remind kids to pick up any
food or trash on the floor, to stay seated unless they ask permission, and keep the shouting to a dull roar.
e |[f students raise their hands, please go see what they need. You may give them permission to use the
restroom, get paper towels, get water/milk/utensils, and visit the Tiger Mart
e The administrator on duty will give directions on the microphone about when students are to throw away their
garbage and when they are allowed to dismiss to class

During your scheduled lunchtime volunteering, we would appreciate your help doing the following tasks in the
COMMONS:
e As students arrive at tables, remind them to sign the Seating Chart clipboards
e When all the students at a table have completed their Seating charts, you can dismiss those who want a
school lunch to go get in the lunch line. Please collect the seating charts by taking them off the clipboard
and placing them on the cafeteria stage. FYI, sheets are color coded: A lunch = white, B lunch = blue, C lunct
= green
e For the remainder of the time, please weave in and out among the tables and remind kids to pick up any
food or trash on the floor, to stay seated unless they ask permission, and keep the shouting to a dull roar.
e |[f students raise their hands, please go see what they need. You may give them permission to use the
restroom, get paper towels, get water/milk/utensils, visit the Tiger Mart
e 10 min before they are dismissed, please go table to table to remind them to throw all trash away
5 min before they are dismissed remind them to wait until their table is inspected before they leave
At dismissal time, you may let each table go after you have checked to see their table is clean

In order to assist students with self-responsibility and to keep classroom disruptions to a minimum, GMS
does not make deliveries nor do we contact the student while they are in class to let them know that their
item was dropped off. You may tell your student before school that you will be dropping off an item or you
can email their teacher. The student will then have to pick it up from the front office. (delivery exceptions

are contact lenses or glasses).



When students leave school early, written permission from a parent or guardian is required. Please follow

these steps:

1. The student must bring the note to the front office in the morning to receive a pink slip.

2. The student will show the pink slip to the teacher when it is time to leave; the teacher will allow the
student to go to the front office for parent pick-up. *Without a pink slip, students are not
allowed to leave class™*

3. Parent/guardian(s) must sign the student out in the front office before leaving campus. Please bring

your photo ID.

AISD is allowing 100% capacity at all athletic events. GMS looks forward to the upcoming season
and hopes that we can continue to provide a safe environment for all students, staff, and spectators. In
order for us to do this, we need your assistance and cooperation for the benefit of our student-athletes.

Please look over the guidelines below and help us provide the safest setting for our indoor athletic events.

e Complete the AISD App/Green screen prior to the game for each person attending. The Green
Screen will not be checked upon entry.

® Masks are required for all spectators.

e Families sit together socially distanced from others. Students may attend with a parent/guardian
and sit together as a family.

® The first game spectators exit immediately at the conclusion of the game allowing space for the

second game.

Thanks again for your support and assistance as we all work together to ensure a safe and positive athletic

season for your students.

Quarantine: (For individuals that are NOT fully vaccinated)
Day 0 is the last date of exposure.

Day 1 is the first day without exposure.

Day 5-7 Covid testing can occur.

Day 8 the individual can return to campus if a negative test result is provided, and they have had no

symptoms.

At this time, for someone who is quarantined and asymptomatic, we can accept a rapid test OR a PCR test
from any testing facility that provides a paper document or email copy of the results. At-home tests are not

accepted.



Any quarantined individual that develops symptoms, must have a negative PCR test and/or doctor's
note to return before 10 days from the start of symptoms. Additionally, they must update the school, incase

further contact tracing needs to be done.

Fully vaccinated individuals do not have to quarantine after a close contact exposure, but should monitor
for symptoms and if symptoms develop, they should notify the school nurse or administrators, go/stay

home, and follow the same steps as quarantined individuals that develop symptoms (above).

Symptomatic / lll students or staff (Regardless of vaccination status):

Symptomatic individuals (sent home from school sick, self-reported sick, or developed symptoms during
quarantine) need a negative PCR Covid test and/or a doctor's note to return before 10 days. Please
reference this quick guide from Student Health Services to know when to stay home and when/how to

return: COVID 1pager 9-1-2021.pdf

Testing:

Staff or students who are symptomatic may request a rapid test on campus. However, rapid tests are not
available for asymptomatic individuals at this time. With 1,272 students and 123 staff members, our one
nurse is not able to provide peace-of-mind testing while still meeting the safety needs of those currently on
campus daily. Our priority is to have our nurse available for those staff and students with an immediate

need in the building.

Please click here for COVID-19 Testing_Site Resources 8-24-21

Join today: https://www.joinpta.org/

The number one reason to join the Gorzycki Parent Teacher Association is to benefit your child. Our
Gorzycki PTA works to improve the well-being of all students by providing enrichment programs and
funding, as well as promoting advocacy and involvement throughout the school. The PTA also supports our
parents by providing timely information in our newsletter. The PTA encourages the collaboration of parents
and teachers in order to promote and enhance the learning and education of our students. By becoming a
member of the PTA, you'll be a part of an organization that truly does make a difference in the lives of all

children at GMS.



Current Fundraisers

Choose Amazon Smile for GMS

Please consider shopping and earning cash for GMS! Select "PTA Texas Congress Gorzycki
Middle School PTA"

Click here to link your purchases with Amazon Smile for GMS.

Support GMS through your Amazon App with Amazon Smile by clicking_here.

Box Tops for Education

Download the Box Tops for Education app and start scanning your receipts! Every little bit counts and
adds up quickly for GMS. How do box tops raise money for your school, click here to read more.
GMS contact: fundraising@figerpta.org

Show Your Stripes - Grant A Teacher's Wish

LGRHNT A WISH J

GRANT A TEACHER'S WISH

Show your GMS teachers some love by purchasing an item from their classroom wish list! Any purchase is
greatly appreciated.
https://www.tigerpta.org/amazon-teacher-wish-list

Gorzycki Partner Program

The PTA works diligently to provide resources for our students, teachers and staff, but we
can be more successful with the help of our many partners in the community! The Gorzycki
Partner Program enables your business to have significant exposure and visibility in our
community while providing vital funds to support our students. This opportunity is available
to all businesses and families. Contact Becca Lusk & Kelley Davis at
partners.gms@gmail.com with questions.

The PTA would like to thank the businesses that support our school!

BENGAL PARTNERS
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Proud Gorzycki Sponsor!
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balancedancestudios.com

MALAYAN PARTNERS

WILDFLOWER
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Womack

REAL ESTATE

g ParentTaughtDrivingCourse.com

Modern Family
Dentistry of Oak Hill

Gentle Preventive & Cosmetic
Dentistry

512-301-9002

www.austinmoderndentist.com
Doctors Maggie & Benjamin Sharfae, DDS

AUSTIN OAKS HOSPITAL
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